




Joseph Coplin of New York’s Antiquarium, Ltd. had never participated in a fair before, 
but when his old Vassar friend Jeanne Greenberg-Rohatyn invited him to do a join-booth
at Frieze Masters, he marked the occasion by acquiring this sarcophgus for a treasure 
worthy of the event.

White-bodied in tribute to Osiris, who was garbed in white, this uncommon example 
features both animals—the gods Anubis and Ra-Horakhty—and a column of hieroglyphs
that is difficult to decipher, since it’s in idiosyncratic Upper Egyptian, but which speaks
of a rich offering of beef and wine, suggesting a wealthy inhabitant. This sarcophagus 
is probably from El Hibeh and would have been placed inside a larger stone container 
and buried in a subterranean chamber alongside the offering; today it has very little 
restoration, and is in splendid condition.restoration, and is in splendid condition.

So many collectors focus on the hottest artist, the quick flip, the status acquisition. But
what about more lasting, eternal concerns? Say, the afterlife? For those looking to take 
the long view, you could do worse than this extraordinary sarcophagus from the Late 
Period of the XXVI Dynasty.


